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THE    RADIUM    WOMAN

being alive far more than we men: women of
genius are very rare. So when we give all our
thoughts to some great work which separates us
from the ordinary life around us, we have liter-

ally to fight against woman. The mother wants
the love of her son even though, through loving
her* he should make of himself an imbecile. A
woman who loves would be ready to sacrifice
the greatest genius in the world for the sake of
the love of an hour/*
That was a bitter way to think of girlhood or
of womanhood, but Pierre had his excuse. In
addition to the fact that his observation was
sometimes very true, he had had great grief con-
nected with his first love, and he had made up his